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WOMENSWEAR COLORS -- FALL/WINTER '89 -'90 


Colors for Fall/Winter -- rich and bold but with a touch of 
softness, mixed in imaginative ways. Brights work with deep 
tones bringing an overall warmth to the palette. The red, 
purple, gold and green families come to the fore, blackened 
darks replace black as a solo color; and winter pastels are 
pivotal, moving into holiday, teamed with high-fashion darks 

or mid-tone brights. Neutrals are lightly tinted. Inspiration 
for the last decade of the 20th century has been drawn from 

the 60's, the English countryside, the moors and folklore of 
North and South American Indians. 


The Neutrals: Ivory, Marsh Green, Wheatstone, Fawn... for 
soft lofty fabrications-- flannels, knits, refined tweeds, 
herringbones, heather, and chine mixes or challis grounds. 
Alone, mixed with mid-tones or as accents for the brights, 
they are geared toward the career and better sportswear markets. 


Charred Darks: Port Wine, Midnight Navy, Balsalm Green, Deep 
Chocolate. These high-fashion shades replace black for evening 

in crepe, barathea, challis, jersey, doubleknits and plush velours. 
They work as tonal foils for the Folklore brights, Winter pastels, 
or contrast with the neutrals for haberdashery, tapestry and 
handloomed looks. 


SUBTLE SOPHISTCATED 


Winter Pastels: Tea Rose, Aqua Tint, Sachet Lilac, Ice Blue, 
Frosted Green, Cameo... smokey feminine and sophisticated colors 
for woven topweights, spun and lacy knits and romantic English 
florals. They can also be used as solid heathers in chines... mix 
tonally with the darks, neutrals or mid-tone brights for knitwear 
and holiday separates. 


Countryside: Wild Plum, Spruce, Cinnamon, Mallard, Berry Red, Wood 
Violet, Tawny Maple... the classic Fall colors work together or mix 
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WOMENSWEAR COLORS-- continued 


with the neutrals, darks or midtones for sportswear, weekend, activewear, and 
traditional knitwear. They may be used in plaids, tweeds or lend rich color 
to tapestry and shawl motifs and soft plush fabrications. 


Mid-tone Brights: Cornflower, Coral, Primrose, Blue Grass, Cyclamen, Tender Mint, 
Lavender-- youthful creamy colors for solids and mixing in junior and contemporary 
knitwear, activewear, circus and harlequin patterns and bold 60's prints. They 
team with the smokey winter pastels or saturated brights. 


Folklore Brights: Flame Red, Gold Dust, Tile Blue, Fuchsia, Emerald Green... 
vibrant colors that work as solids or with neutrals or classics for dressy, 
weekend and activewear; or used as striking accents over darks or Fall "deeps" 
in printed or knitted patterns. 
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HOLIDAY 


Dresses for Holiday are soft and demure, shapely and feminine. The "little 
girl" influence of poufs and ruffles have given way to sophisticated design. 
Silhouettes are reminiscent of the 30's and 40's with long columns and 
curvaceous jackets. Evening treatments create interest with fur, embroidery 
and beaded trims. Fabric comes alive with various pleats and puckers in black 
and solid jewel tones, most often ruby. 


The most prominent silhouette follows a fluid line, not necessarily skin-tight 
but draped. KATHYRN DIANOS uses rich velvet in subtle design with draped 
Sleeves and fitted bodice, tea-length or full. MARC JACOBS cuts his matte 
jersey corset dress high above the knee, with a low lace-up back. Now that 
hemlines jump from short to long, necklines are plunging or strapless. 

A black classic column in wool tissue crepe is strapless by JENNIFER GEORGE; 
MICHAEL KORS shows a black, wool crepe halter dress that would make Marilyn 
Monroe blush. 


Although black is most popular for evening, Fall's bright colors influence 
Holiday designs. A back-button bustier with high-waisted slim skirt in cotton 
faille comes in fuchsia, red, purple, green and navy, at CATHY HARDWICK. 
Classic bodies look best in deeper tones. JEANNE MYLES molds a dramatic silk 
velvet gown with deep scalloped back, in rich scarlet or Prussian blue at 
SHOWROOM SEVEN. Color-blocking creates variety-- black splashed with bits of 
brights or color-on-color, such as the red/orange empire dress in cashmere and 
charmeuse by LEANTO at CARNOT INTERNATIONAL. 


HOLIDAY-- continued 


Luscious fabrics dominate the collections in silk, satin, cashmere, velvet, 
faille, crepe and jersey. The "news" is in the mixing of fabrics throughout 
the garment. Panels of silk faille and silk velvet make up a strapless bustier 
and high-waisted, slim skirt at JEANNE MYLES. Ruching, quilting and pleating 
add sensuality. At RAUL BLANCO, a floral silk tunic has long ruched sleeves 
and matching skirt. A colorful, quilted skirt dress with a sprinkled sequin 
bodice is by ICINOO. Embellished trims and bodices create interest with 
Sequins, embroidery and fur. An embroidered gold emblem is used on many of 
ANDREA JOVINE's designs; while TANIA BASS trims her black ottoman mini in mink. 


Most exciting for Holiday is the return of the column. The "siren" is back and 
everyone's showing it. DIANE PERNET's version is in red silk crepe with 
Surplice front. A strapless bodice in silver bugle beads tops a black wool 
crepe skirt in a dress by GEORGE SAMEN for ANN LAWRENCE. Of all the silhouettes 
Shown this year, the column looks the newest. Sleek, sophisticated and to the 
floor, there's no denying its classic drama. 
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ST. TROPEZ 


Ultra feminine frills now make way for a revival of unisex and classic menswear 
items, styles, colors and fabrics. Pants take over from skirts, Lycra stretch 
for body conscious dressing; and jeanswear has been rejuvenated. Black and 
white alone or together are the number one color story. 


Trends: Classic, masculine sportswear...Pants, jeans, chinos, trousers, baggies, 
jodphurs, shorts, Lycra stretch cycle shorts, capris and corsairs. Men's formal 
white shirts with embroidered and button details and large easy shirts; menswear 
stripes-- from those used in formal suiting and shirting to pajama stripes; oversized, 
boxy, roomy and long jackets. The predominant "looks"-- the biker jacket 

especially in black, authentic leather or denim for men and women, usually paired 
with jeans; the short sleeved version with flounced short skirt, often worn with 
leggings; and corsairs with big tops. Accessories-- wide belts and chunky low- 

heeled shoes. Also look for studs, nailheads, skull and crossbone trimmings. 


The jean generation returns with the classic, the recycled, the 5-pocket, the 
cut-off ripped and torn, the belted-- newest with wider leg bottoms. Black,. blue, 
ecru and white denim, washed, worn, bleached, plain and patterned. "Hot" denim 
items-- short blousons, short sleeve or sleeveless jackets, wide pants. Decorative 
motifs are plentiful, especially cartoon prints, roses and fabric mixes, patches 
and inserts. 


Active sports promote printed T-shirts (newest with print on the back) worn 
with jams in bright neon colors. Prints and patterns-- mixed, patchwork, polka 


ST. TROPEZ-- continued 


dots, graphics, primitives, exotic islands, surfing themes and motifs. 


The understated military or colonial influence in design, detailing, coloration 
and fabrication for sportswear and some jeanswear. Army khaki and desert 

tones prevail. Popular styles-- aviator, belted colonial and Eisenhower 
jackets, longer length shorts, jodphurs, chinos and denim. Fabrications-- linen 
and washed linen, lustre finished drills and twills. Motifs are nautical in 
navy/white or navy/red/white for next year's French centennial; aviator 
influences (birds, planes, eagles, parachutes); or patches, embroideries 

and appliqués. 


Happy peasants-- shirts and peasant skirts, tiered and flounced with long 
preferable to short. Motifs-- romantic florals (rosebuds), chintz florals a la 
Christian Lacroix, printed and appliqued florals, provincial patch and bandana 
prints, and smaller scale polka dots (navy/white, red/white, black/white, bottle 
green or burgundy with ecru). 


The Colors: Basics-- black, true navy and shadings of indigo, white from snow 
to cream. Classics-- khaki tan, olive drab, red wine, brick, bottle and stone 
green, mustard. Neons-- hot pink, green, yellow, orange. 


INTERNATIONAL DATELINE 





RESORT IN N.Y. -— Aug. 1 =- 12 

FASHION ACCESSORIES EXPOSITION IN N.Y. -- Aug. 1 - 3 

INT'L FASHION & BOUTIQUE SHOW IN N.Y. -- Aug. 27 - 30 

N.Y. PRET -- Sept. 17 - 19 

PREMIERE VISION IN PARIS -- Oct. 1 - 4 

MILAN DESIGNER RTW COLLECTIONS -- Oct. 2 - 6 

IDEACOMO IN COMO -= Oct. 6 - 9 

LONDON DESIGNER RTW COLLECTIONS -- Oct. 7 - 11 

N.Y. FABRIC SHOW -- Oct. 17 - 19 

PARIS DESIGNER RTW COLLECTIONS -- Oct. 19 - 26 (Note: change of date) 

N.Y. DESIGNER RTW COLLLECTIONS -- Oct. 24 - Nov. 4 

INTERSTOFF IN FRANKFURT -- Oct. 25 - 27 

*Editor's Note: Premiering in Europe, "AMERICAN ACCESSORIES IN PARIS" at Porte 
de Versailles. Coordinated by Fashion Accessories Exposition. 
Tel: 203-852-0500 ext. 145. (Sept. 3-6) 
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